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Please join us as our son

evaN DaNiel BRoDsky

is called to the Torah as B'nai Mitzvah 
saturday, september 2 at 10:00 a.m.

kiddush and lunch to follow

Jack & amy Brodsky
(RsvP to yupimany@gmail)

shaNa Tova u’MeTukah – a gooD & sweeT New yeaR!
the High Holy Days season begins 
this month with S’lichot on Satur-
day, Sept. 16, We look forward 
to coming together as a commu-
nity for this season of renewal 
and self-reflection.

the High Holy Days offer 
great opportunities to meet new 
members and catch up with 
those you know. You can connect 
with other Kol HaLev members:

 before services and at kiddish
 At the rosh Hashana potluck Luncheon
 In study sessions  (elul, S'lichot and Yom Kippur)
 At break-the-Fast meals in members' homes

A High Holy Days Checklist

 RegisTRaTioN: Submit registra-
tion form and payment by Sept. 10

 PRayeRBooks: Dig out your High 
Holy Days prayerbook or order one here

 FooD: bring a dish to
 the rosh Hashanah Luncheon
 One Kiddush (S'lichot, erev rosh 
Hashanah or rosh Hashanah) 

 BReakiNg-The-FasT: to host a break-the-fast meal, 
or attend one as a guest, contact marcia Goldberg. 

 voluNTeeR: See below: We need shomrim, greet-
ers, service readers and luncheon clean-up helpers 

Safety core (Shomrim) Shomer (a 
Safety Corps member) walks around 
the building to make sure everything 
is safe and orderly.  Lots of openings 
for Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah 
Day 2.  Learn more and sign up at 
http://bit.ly/2tL9kzq or contact bill at 
sher.marcus@gmail.com.

Rosh Hashanah Luncheon clean-up 
helpers stay to put away food, re-
move tableclothes, etc. Contact Mau-
reen at maureendinner@gmail.com.

Greeters/Welcome table volunteers 
open the door, welcome people and 
help them find the nametags. Contact 

Karly at karlywhitaker@yahoo.com.

Service Readers come up to the bima 
to read an English selection assigned 
by the service leader.  If you’d like to 
do a reading at our Rosh Hashanah or 
Yom Kippur services, contact Connie 
at conniesfriedman@gmail.com.

http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple
mailto:sher.marcus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maureendinner%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karlywhitaker%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

oCToBeR NewsleTTeR DeaDliNe: FRi., sePT. 15

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office MAnAgeR:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn diRectOR:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

Officers:

President Karly Whitaker
Vice President Mattuck Meachem
Secretary Deena Epstein
Treasurer David Conn 
Past President Halle Barnett

At-Large Members

Art Biagianti
Nurete Brenner
Kelvin Arthur
Celia Jennings

ex Officio Members:

Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Dir. Robyn Novick

DiReCToRy

WeLcOMing & cARing 
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Calendar —Robin Holzman & Kelli Birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreader – David Roberts
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, Benjamin Barnett
• Marketing/PR –Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPiRituAL 
• Religious Practices –Bruce Fallick
• Holidays – Amy Hogg & Adina Davidson
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
• Leyning Coordinator – Connie Friedman
• Lay Service Leader Coordinator – David Conn
• Service Co-Leader Coordinator – Arthur Lieberman

LeARning VALueS teAM 
• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
• Adult Education – Alan Federman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Ben Seligman and Andy 
Oster
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin 

• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Alan Federman

inVOLVed VALueS teAM
• GCC – Allen Binstock & Donna Weinberger

deMOcRAtic & fiScALLy ReSPOnSibLe
• Fundraising – open
• Mock Trial – Jennifer Finkel
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARticiPAtORy VALueS teAM 
• Membership – Maureen Dinner
• Greeters – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach 

diRectLy AccOuntAbLe tO the bOARd
• Finance Committee– Alan Weinstein
• Ratner Liaison – Sarah prentice manel
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catherine Fallick 
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin

 bOARd Of tRuSteeS

cOMMitteeS and CHAirS, by VALueS teAM

Welcoming & Caring Lila Hanft
Spiritual Adina Davidson & Anna Kellman
Learning Bill Scher-Marcus
Involved Kirby Date
Democratic & Fiscally  Responsible Mattuck Meacham 
Participatory Maureen Dinner

Values team Leaders

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

As I write this month’s column, I am still getting over the jet lag of returning from my trip to Israel and the palestin-
ian territories just one day ago. I am happy to report that this trip was everything I expected it to be. there were mo-
ments of profound interfaith experience such as our visit to the baptismal site on the Jordan river where a majority 
of the ministers on the trip chose to affirm their baptisms as I, along with the rest of the rabbis on the trip, had the 
honor of being witnesses to this singular event. Or, from a different angle, when our group toured the Yad Vashem 
museum of the Holocaust, and many of the ministers spoke of a new level of understanding regarding the horrors 
perpetrated on the european Jewish community by the Nazis in the Second World War. there were many conversa-
tions exploring the similarities and differences between our respective ethno-religious communities, as well as op-
portunities to ask questions of one another regarding the underpinnings of particular rituals and concepts within each 
tradition. 

there were complex and challenging political conversations as we heard from advocates with a range of perspec-
tives on the causes and potential solutions to the ongoing Israeli-palestinian conflict, and we were treated to meet-
ings with leaders of organizations who are developing new and creative ways of improving relations at the grass-
roots level between members of the two communities. Finally, we had opportunities to meet and dialogue with sev-
eral ethiopian Jews, and to hear their various perspectives on the seriousness of the prejudice directed against them 
within Israel due to the color of their skin. 

Overall, it was a great privilege to go on this journey with this group of mostly African-American minsters, several 
rabbinic colleagues, and most of all, to share it with pastor Gibson of elizabeth baptist Church in Cleveland. I look 
forward to sharing more extensive reflections with the Kol HaLev community on two upcoming dates. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 6 at 6:00 p.m to 7:30 p.m., I will join pastor Gibson and members of his congregation as we 
jointly discuss our takeaways from this experience. For those Kol HaLev who cannot attend, I will be presenting my 
reflections a second time after Shabbat morning services on September 16. 

As we turn our attention to the High Holy Days, you may want to read about our elul programming on page 5.
may we all be inscribed for a good and a sweet new year!

Facebook post from Rabbi Steve In Israel 
(August 18)

Concluding 
an evening 
in nazareth 
earlier this 
week with 
interfaith 
Partners for 
Peace and my 
colleague and 
friend, Pastor 
richard 
Gibson 
learning 
about an 
organization 
working 
towards 
greater equity 
between 
Jewish and 
Palestinian 
israelis.

Facebook post from Rabbi Steve from Israel (Aug. 21)
another amazing day on the interfaith Partners for Peace trip. We 
met this morning with rabbi hanan schlesinger, a longtime resident 
of efrat in the west bank who told the story of moving from blindness 
towards the existence of Palestinians to a commitment to work 
with his Palestinian partners on helping to the lay the groundwork 
for long-term, engaged 
coexistence. 

We went from there to meet 
with rabbi Dr. sharon shalom, 
the second ethiopian israeli 
to be ordained as a rabbi. he 
was deeply inspiring by the 
way in which he had sought 
to embrace a rabbinic form of 
Judaism while remaining deeply 
grounded in his ethiopian 
Jewish heritage, and by the 
way he is able to acknowledge 
and critique racial bias within 
israeli society without allowing 
it to limit his capacity to work 
towards its transformation.
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hagiga's 2017 TheMe: "whaT woulD a MeNTsCh Do?" 
Shana Tova! Happy New Year! It is so exciting that Hagiga will be back in session starting Saturday, September 16! 
I have missed seeing everyone so much! We are excited to for our new annual theme: What Would a Mentsch Do? 
inspired by a curriculum by the same name written by rabbi rami Shapiro and elissa treuer. We will spend the year 
exploring “mentschcraft” through the guides rabbi Hillel and the prophet micah. 

We will kick off the Hagiga year with a special project on Saturday, September 
16. Inspired by the work of award winning filmmaker, tiffany Shlain (creator of 
The Tribe and The Making of a Mensch), we will begin the year looking at her 
short film The Science of Character. We will reflect on the ingredients that makes 
us who we are and will follow her framework to explore who we might like to 
be. the film concludes with the asking the audience to answer the statement: “I 
want to be…” We will answer this statement every session in the context of our 
learning and compile our thoughts in our very own intentions box.

each participant will create an intentions box on the first day of Hagiga, 
September 16. It will be a ceramic box that each participant will decorate 
according to their own desires with the help of Spirit of Clay, a local company 
that provides tools and support for individuals to express themselves through 
artistic means. this project is possible thanks to a generous grant from the Jewish 
education Center of Cleveland.

We are again recipients of generous grants from many agencies: Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland, 
Jewish education Center or Cleveland, the retreat Institute, @Akiva, and the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (pJ 
Goes to Shul). these grants provide funding and resources that propel our program. We will delve into the special 
programming provided by these grants throughout the year. this year’s programs include: the Science of Character, 
tikkun Olam through Art, pJ Goes to Shul, Hagiga retreat at Common Ground, tzedakah projects, tikkun Olam 
projects, the Nesiya program and Chalutzim Chai. these programs provide a depth and enrichment to the Youth and 
Family education program that would not otherwise be possible.

We are extremely excited to introduce a new opportunity for teen engagement, Chalutzim Chai! Chalutzim Chai is 
open to all teens in grades 9-12 and will take place on Sunday afternoon/evenings, depending on the time availability 
of participants, beginning after the high holidays. All meeting will include a light meal. there will be 4 seminars that 
will take place throughout the year: Drugs, Sex, rock ‘n roll, and Comic books. thanks to a generous grant from 
the Jewish education Center of Cleveland, this program is Free. 

We have many ideas and much ruach (spirit) heading into the year! many of our educational programs are emergent 
and continue to evolve as the year progresses. If there is something that you would like for us to teach or there is 
something that you would like to teach, please be in touch. there are many opportunities! Looking forward to a great 
year!

Kol tuv, All my best,
robyn

robyn novickhagiga haPPeNiNgs
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Two ways To eNgage DuRiNg The MoNTh oF elul
by rabbi Steve

the Hebrew month of elul (which runs this year from Aug. 23 to Sept. 20) is traditionally a time to begin the process 
of preparing ourselves in earnest for the intense period of personal and communal assessment and transformation 
associated with the High Holy Days. this year, we're offering a couple ways to do that:  by attending one or both 
sessions of our elul Institute and by accepting my invitation to engage in our communal elul projectl. 

ouR elul iNsTiTuTe
For our elul Institute this year, we will be focusing on the most fundamental 
themes of the High Holy Days. Our first workshop on Sunday, Sept. 3 at 7:30 at 
the home of  Leah Kamionkowski will explore what Jewish tradition has to say 
about the process of repentance or teshuvah. the second workshop on September 
10 at 7:30 (look the location in your Weekly Update) will investigate Judaism’s 
stance on the process, motivation and limits of forgiveness. As we bring our life 
experience into dialogue with the wisdom of our tradition, I anticipate that we will 
generate a rich and useful conversation.

sPeCial CoMMuNal elul PRoJeCT
the preparation for the High Holy Days that traditionally begins in elul is known as Heshbone ha Nefesh  -- an 
accounting of the soul .It  is my hope that this year,  our collective soul accounting will include a special emphasis on 
the ways we can deepen our capacity to create the sense of intentional community that is at the core of what we aspire 
to achieve at Kol HaLev.
 
this commitment to a continuous weaving of connections, between and among our membership, is something that 
was, at an earlier point in our history, a purely organic process, but which now requires, due to our growth in size and 
complexity, greater intentionality on our part. the mutual  enrichment we can experience when we take the time to 
speak with one another face to face, or as martin buber would describe it, within an “I-thou” framework, is central to 
our ongoing communal development.
 
I'm inviting each of us to participate in this aspect of our communal High Holy Day preparation by taking the 
initiative to meet with another member of Kol HaLev; either someone that you do not know  well, or someone whom 
you haven’t been in touch with recently. reach out to that member by phone or email, and set up a time to have a 45-
60 minute conversation (ideally over coffee or tea). You could choose your partner in this yourself, or if that doesn't 
feel comfortable, be in touch with Kol HaLev president, Karly Whitaker (karlywhitaker@yahoo.com), who has 
offered to play the role of conversation “matchmaker.” 
 
Once you've set up a conversation -- I hope many of us will -- you are free to follow any path of discussion that feels 
most appropriate to you, from the personal to the professional to the philosophical/religious, but please include in 
your conversation a discussion of your respective understandings and/or experiences of the High Holy Days either 
currently, or at an earlier time in your life.
 
I hope most of us will accept this invitation and the opportunity of reaching out to another, less familiar, Kol HaLev 
member, at some point before rosh Hashanah. I am certain the experience will be mutually enriching while also 
strengthening the sense of intentional community that is at the heart of Kol HaLev

may we all find our way to fruitful preparation for the High Holy Days and may this support our capacity to write 
ourselves into the book of Life for the coming year.

Ken yehi ratzon--may it be so!"
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• barry and barbara epstein in honor of Juanita Fish's new grandchild
• Julio and Aurelia Pelsmajer in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Julio's father, boris pelsmajer
• Louis and Julie handler in memory of Julie's mother, ethel Calvert

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just be-
cause. You can donate check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at http://kolhalev.
net/giving_opportunities.

CoNTRiBuTioNs

We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Mike Arwin; Anita cohn; Ann epstein; 
Ralph gwatkin; Jayne Jones; the Klein/Rubel family; Ron Kohn; Marilyn Litvene; Pauline Raymond; and 
eda Weiss.  We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be 
included on this list. 

thanks to deena epstein, who was the August monthly Coordinator. During the month, members provided rides, 
and sent cards.

heseD suPPoRT sigN-uP

Although we won't be holding our customary High Holy Days Hesed Sign-Up Campaign this year (we will 
offer sign-up opportunities throughout the year instead), many members find that the High Holy Days, with 
their emphasis on self-reflection and teshuvah (repentance), are a good time to think about Hesed work. As 
you prepare to enter the High Holy Day season, we hope you consider becoming part of the Hesed support 
network. there are various ways to be involved, and the first step is requires little commitment -- you sign up 
to receive emails when a community member/family is in need of: 

child care * Meals * Phone calls * Rides * get well or condolence cards * 
Shiva participation * Shopping/errands * Visits

Once you sign up, you're under no obligation to respond to a Hesed network email unless you have the 
time, energy and desire to provide help. Another way to help is to volunteer to service as a Monthly Hesed 
Coordinator, fielding any Hesed requests that come in, and sending out emails to find helpers.

 If you would like more information or want to sign up for any of these types of support, please be in touch 
with martha or robin, Hesed Co-Chairs.

to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or to request Hesed support for yourself or another, contact 
rabbi Steve, robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) or martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com).

heseD

mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
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the book group will not meet in September. the book for October To the End of the Land by David Grossman. 
(Note that this is a very long book, so you might want to get an early start on it)

ReaD a gooD Book laTely?

Have you read a book you’ve been telling all your friends to read? Is there one you would like to discuss with 
other Kol HaLev members? then tell the book Group about it. 

it will soon be time to choose books for 2018. the process starts with nominations, which can come from any 
member of Kol HaLev and should be directed to Kevin Weidenbaum at the e-mail address shown below. We read 
books by Jewish authors or books on topics relevant to Jewish or Israeli history and life. both non-fiction and 
fiction books may be nominated, and they don’t have to be relatively new; older ones are also OK. We hope that 
you have read the books you are nominating and consider them worthy of discussion. books of excessive length 
are generally discouraged (but exceptions have been made for really great books). Please send your suggestions 
by mid-October.

If you have refrained from attending a book group discussion because none of the chosen books have appealed to 
you, then now is your opportunity to get involved by nominating your favorite books. 

the book group started in August of 2002 and has discussed about 150 books to date. If you would like to see the 
full list, please ask Kevin for it.

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group look at our 
web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

• John Date- father of Kirby Date
•	 Lewis	Weidenbaum-	father	of	Kevin	Weidenbaum
•	 Charles	William	Baum-	maternal	grandfather	of	Heidi	Gorovitz	Robertson
•	 Miriam	Esther	Moldveen	Geronimus-	grandmother	of	Miriam	Geronimus
•	 Joseph	Mirow-	father	of	Deena	Epstein
•	 Cila	Kopstein	(Tzilla)-	mother	of	Ami	Kopstein
•	 Charles	Goldhirsh	(Shyah)-	grandfather	of	Judi	Dash
•	 Ida	Golden-	grandmother	of	Nancy	Hecht
•	 Bernard	Stern-	father	of	Karal	Stern
•	 Jim	Molyneaux-	father-in-law	of	Judi	Dash

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to kelli@kolhalev.net. 

yahRzeiTs They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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News FRoM ouR gReaTeR ClevelaND CoNgRegaTioNs CoRe TeaM

please join us for a conversation with 
the reverend Dr. Jawanza Karriem Colvin

Social Justice Speaker, Yom Kippur afternoon, 
Sept. 30 at 2:45 pm, ratner Chapel

the reverend Dr. Jawanza Karriem Colvin is the 6th pastor of the Olivet Institutional baptist Church in Cleveland 
As servant-leader of this 4,000 member congregation, reverend Colvin follows in its historic tradition of community 
builders, preacher-scholars and social activists. He has sought to integrate personal devotion and critical reflection 
into a ministry of social action and transformation and been a voice in the pulpit and activist in the community on 
matters of justice, equity and reform. reverend Colvin has been recognized in television, social and print media, 
including mSNbC, CNN, the Guardian and the New York times among others.
 
Committed to service in both the public square and within sacred walls, reverend Colvin continues to serve on 
numerous community and faith-based organization, advisory boards, committees and working groups, including  
Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC), Cleveland museum of Art, the Greater Cleveland Food bank, the 
martha Jennings Holdings Foundation and the St. Luke’s Foundation. reverend Colvin is a cum laude graduate of 
morehouse College, and holds a master of Divinity (m.Div.) degree from Union theological Seminary in New York 
City, and a Doctorate of education (ed.D.) from Columbia University.  

We are sure you will find reverend Colvin’s talk engaging and inspiring.  We look forward to a rare chance to hear 
from one of Cleveland’s strongest voices on social justice, equity and action.

news from greater cleveland congregations 

Q deal: GCC’s lawsuit to get the city of Cleveland to count signatures collected to put the funding for Q renovations 
on a ballot measure, was successful! the city accepted the petitions and over 13,000 signatures (double the number 
needed) were validated. before a ballot measure is put forward, GCC leaders have publically offered to meet with 
city, county and Q officials in the next week or two to come to an agreement about funding mental health and 
neighborhood needs along with the Q renovation, as originally requested. We are looking forward to a prompt 
response. please read the recent excellent op-ed on plain Dealer/Cleveland.com by rev. John Lentz, rev. Jawanza 
Colvin, and rev. richard Gibson about these issues: http://bit.ly/2xqYAER.

In response, on August 28, the Cavs announced that they were pulling out of their request to renovate the Q for the 
time being. but as of press-time ,GCC had announced it had reached an agreement and would withdraw petitions 
challenging the deal (http://www.news5cleveland.com/sports/basketball/cavaliers/greater-cleveland-congregations-
agrees-to-withdraw-petitions-challenging-the-q-transformation). Stay tuned

gun Violence: the national Do Not Stand Idly by campaign continues to work with a variety of smart gun 
companies developing new products and may sponsor another smart gun fair for law enforcement organizations in the 
months ahead. the national outdoor outfitter Cabela’s, has agreed to carry smart guns which is a huge milestone. It 
will be the first major retailer in the country to do so.

gcc’s longtime organizer Khalilah Worley was celebrated at the most recent Delegate Assembly as she moves on 
to new opportunities with teach for America in Cleveland. Khalilah has come to speak at Kol HaLev services about 

continued on page 11

 http://bit.ly/2xqYAER
http://www.news5cleveland.com/sports/basketball/cavaliers/greater-cleveland-congregations-agrees-to-withdraw-petitions-challenging-the-q-transformation
http://www.news5cleveland.com/sports/basketball/cavaliers/greater-cleveland-congregations-agrees-to-withdraw-petitions-challenging-the-q-transformation
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CoMMeNTaRy: a PoliTiCally iNClusive CoMMuNiTy 
by bruce fallick

Kol HaLev is a congregation of widely shared values. but do we welcome every Jew with those values? I have to 
admit that I sometimes feel like only sympathizers of one wing of one political party need apply. this is not good . 
And	I	think	it	is	a	reflection	of	a	problem	in	our	larger	society’s	discussions	of	public	policy	as	well.	Namely,	that	we	
confuse ends and means, a confusion that conspires to create misunderstandings that narrow the circle of people who 
feel welcome. 
Let	me	give	two	examples,	drawn	from	my	professional	field	of	labor	economics.	A	bit	pointy-headed,	perhaps,	but	
where I have or can easily see being personally confronted with this problem. 

First example: I think a goal of public policy that would be widely shared among members of our congregation is to 
facilitate the reintegration of ex-convicts into the legitimate labor market.  One policy that several states have imple-
mented in pursuit of this goal is “ban the box”. that is, make it illegal for employers to ask about convictions on em-
ployment applications. Of course, employers will eventually discover convictions in their background checks, but the 
idea is to get ex-cons’ feet in the door where they have a chance to convince prospective employers of their value. 

Now many people, I would wager, take for granted that anyone who supports the goal of re-integrating ex-convicts 
supports “ban the box”. therefore, they would feel safe in assuming that support for the policy is, or should be, ubiq-
uitous in our congregation. From this point of view, anyone who opposes this policy does not share our widely held 
values. I’ll go farther: From this point of view anyone who supports a politician or party who opposes this policy does 
not share our values. I understand that we often feel passionately about issues. but the result, I think, is to shut down 
real discussion, and perhaps to make some thoughtful persons who do share those values feel unwelcome in our con-
gregation.	Not	intentionally,	but	in	effect.	All	it	requires	is	to	take	this	assumption	into,	say,	congregational	announce-
ments.

Is this warranted? things are rarely so black and white. At this point, I would oppose implementing “ban the box” in 
Ohio. Does this mean that I do not share your values? Do I stand outside of “camp”, as ritually impure? I don’t think 
so.	This	particular	policy	is	fairly	new,	so	only	recently	has	research	about	its	effects	begun	to	appear.	In	my	reading,	
this early research points fairly convincingly in one direction: Not only does “ban the box” not achieve its objective, 
it actually hurts. Not able to tell who has a criminal record and who does not, employers react by shying away from 
all applicants in demographic groups with higher rates of criminal records. Which largely means all young black men.
 
We share values. We share a goal. We disagree about means. Should I be outside the camp?    

that example is clearer than most. Often the evidence does not point preponderantly in one direction. Yet, especially 
on hot-button issues, we may assume that our values tell us which policies to support, and conversely that which 
policies	we	support	reveals	our	values.	At	the	top	of	the	list	in	my	field	may	be	my	second	example,	the	minimum	
wage.	My	profession	(and	any	other)	has	been	dismal	at	coming	to	reliable	conclusions	about	the	effects	of	minimum	
wages on employment, let alone on poverty and other ultimate objectives. (I’d be happy to talk about why, but not in 
this column.) reasonable people can and do disagree, event about the direction (does a higher minimum contribute 
to increasing or decreasing poverty?). Yet I have seen time and again a person’s concern, or lack of concern, about 
low-income workers inferred from their opinion about whether the minimum wage should be raised. In my previous 
congregation I even saw this assumption built into comments from the bimah. but it is perfectly reasonable for me to 
be just as concerned about low-income workers as anyone while not favoring a higher minimum wage.

I chose these examples from my area of expertise, but I am sure that with a little thought we could each name issues 
from a wide range of policy debates to which the same applies. I urge all of us to resist those assumptions. there is, I 
believe, more disagreement about policies and politics within Kol HaLev, or within the broader community of people 
whom we would want to welcome at Kol HaLev, than is obvious. We should take care that they all feel welcome.
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CoNNeCTioNs: aT youR seRviCe (RevisiTeD) 
By David Conn

Kol HaLev Shabbat services are a critical part of the “glue” that binds our community together. However, until a few 
years ago we held no services on the second Shabbat each month and on other Shabbatot when rabbi Steve was trav-
eling or on vacation.

to provide members a weekly opportunity to recite Kaddish, participate in our prayer for healing, celebrate joyful 
events in our lives, experience the many other facets of our services as well as simply for continuity and community 
cohesion, Kol HaLev embarked on the journey to create a lay service leadership team.

Historically I had been ambivalent about lay-led services. then something happened in 2014 that changed my life 
forever.

Living in Switzerland on 2+ year work assignment, I had joined a Conservative congregation in basel. Four weeks 
before rosh HaShanah (rH), rabbi bea Wyler broke her ankle and would be unable to lead—or even attend—rH 
services…doctor’s	orders.	The	task	fell	to	the	Religious	Practices	Committee	to	find	a	replacement.	Canceling	
services or partnering with another shul was not an option; in fact, a local havurah traditionally joined us for our 
services. For ten days we feverishly called our contacts including the two non-Orthodox rabbinical schools in europe 
but came up empty. With eighteen days left, we sat around rabbi bea’s dining room table and confronted a stark 
reality: we would need to lay-lead all three rH services…and the only candidates were sitting at the table. One by 
one, each of us stepped forward to take a role. I was the last to volunteer and took the morning services until just 
before the musaf service (featuring all the shofar blowing). Finally we had a plan. the next few weeks were the 
most stressful yet most rewarding of my life. everything came together for erev rH and rH Day One. It was not 
perfect,	but	we	got	the	job	done.	RH	Day	Two,	however,	was	quite	different.	There	was	something	in	the	air	that	
beautiful morning, something rare and beyond words, almost from another dimension. We and all the attendees were 
completely	“dialed	in”	and	from	start	to	finish	the	service	was	seamless	and	magnificent,	deeply	meaningful	and	
spiritually satisfying. In the following days, rabbi bea was cleared by her doctor to lead Yom Kippur services and the 
“Service team” morphed, with the addition of a few other members, into a Shabbat morning lay leadership cadre.

Consequently, I came to believe that a capable lay leadership team is a vital part of congregational life, especially for 
congregations	without	multiple	rabbis	and/or	cantors	on	staff.	It	gives	interested	members	another	way	to	“plug	into”	
Jewish life and to perform a valuable service for their community.

today we have a vibrant and growing lay leadership team at Kol HaLev. While our lay led services literally are not 
“rabbi Steve” services, they are good and complete services in their own right and in the Kol HaLev mold. each of 
our service leaders brings something personal to his/her service leading, something to be experienced, appreciated and 
nurtured. please support our lay leaders with your attendance and participation! If you are interested in joining our 
team, please contact me at david@estophile.com

Celebrating something?  Share your simchas and milestones in 
the Kol HaLev Kvells column!         Send news to newsletter@kolhlev.net.

mailto:david%40estophile.com?subject=
mailto:newsletter%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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the Kol HaLev board met August 14 at maureen Dinner’s home and agreed to two initiatives growing out of the 
Leadership taskforce (LtF) report.

building relationships and personal connections among members was deemed high-priority, and the board will 
reach out to members for one-on-one conversations after the High Holidays. mattuck meacham is developing 
a guide for these discussions. rabbi Steve also will encourage members to seek out other members to discuss a 
question he will pose in his elul message to the community. Karly Whitaker has offered to play “matchmaker” if 
members would like help in reaching out to someone they do not know.

the board also approved starting a study group to look into governance practices in other congregations. During 
community meetings held by the LtF, several people expressed frustration with our current Values team Leader 
structure and suggested it might be too complex for a congregation of our size.

Karly and David Conn reported that we will soon sign a new three-year lease with ratner. Our rent will increase by 
only 2% but, in return, we agreed not to use ratner on Sundays (giving their custodians a day off) and to pay for 
any ice and snow removal needed beyond the three times included in our lease. ratner also required b’nai mitzvah 
families using the auditorium and social hall to pay a $500 usage fee, a practice common in other synagogues.
treasurer Conn reported that we ended the fiscal year with a $1,000 surplus. He noted that the budget has projected 
an $11,000 deficit. He said we continue to be in a strong cash position.

plans for the spring fundraiser, a celebration of Kol HaLev’s 25th anniversary and rabbi Steve’s 18 years as our 
rabbi, were discussed. the event will be held at ratner, most likely the first Saturday night in may. A committee is 
now being formed, and anyone interested should contact Karly.

the board also decided to ask the nominating committee for a recommendation to fill the at-large seat held by 
robin Holzman, who has resigned for personal reasons.

the next board meeting will be September 11 at the home of Celia Jennings. All members are welcome to attend.

 board report deena epstein, secretary

GCC’s work, specifically, in relation to Cleveland’s public schools. A dynamic, warm, and highly effective organizer, 
she will be greatly missed. James pearlstein continues his work as GCC’s lead organizer in Cleveland, helped by 
administrative coordinator Lydia bailey.

to learn more about the incredible victories across the country of GCC and its sister groups, please read the latest 
metro IAF report. It will fire your imagination as to all the good we can do for Greater Cleveland when we work 
together: http://metro-iaf.org/sites/default/files/METRO_IAF_2016_IMPACT_REPORT.pdf

Kol HaLev is a member of Greater Cleveland Congregations. To learn more and get involved, please contact  one of 
Kol HaLev's GCC Core Leaders: Rabbi Steve, Allen Binstock Kirby Date, Mimi Plevin-Foust or Donna Weinberger. 
We welcome your energy ideas, brilliance and caring!

continued from page 8

http://metro-iaf.org/sites/default/files/METRO_IAF_2016_IMPACT_REPORT.pdf
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woRshiP seRviCes
MeMbers 

All Kol HaLev members whose dues are current may 
attend services at no additional cost, as may their children 
under age 25. please return the registration form, with any 
payments (for the Rosh Hashanah Luncheon or babysitting) 
by September 10.

high holy days season MeMbership

Non-members who would like to attend more than one 
service during this period should try our High Holy 
Days Season (HHDS) membership. In addition to Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services, this trial membership 
offers the opportunity to join our community for all 
services, including Shabbat morning services, study 
sessions, intergenerational holiday celebrations and other 
activities during the Hebrew months of Elul and Tishri. 
(become a full member of Kol HaLev before Dec. 31, 
2017, and the cost of the HHDS membership will be 
applied to your dues.)

High Holy Days Season Membership
All Services & Elul & Tishri programs

Each adult age 25+ Under age 25 or full-time student

$120 Free

Learn more at http://kolhalev.net/content/high-holy-days-
season-membership or contact us with your questions at 216-
320-1498 or welcome@kolhalev.net.

out-of-town guests & local visitors 

members’ out-of-town guests and local visitors are invited 
to join us for one or more of our High Holy Days services. 
Local visitors are encouraged to consider the High Holy 
Days Season membership (above), which gives you access 
to two months of regular and High Holy Days programming 
and the opportunity for us to get to know one another.

Out-of-town guests and local visitors can come to a single 
Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur service with pre-registration 
at a cost of $36 for adults (25 and older); free for anyone 
under the age of 25.

Out-of-town guests and local visitors can attend ALL Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services, with pre-registration, for 
$72 for adults 25 and older (free for anyone under 25). they 
can attend a single service (rosh Hashanah Or Yom Kippur) 
for $36 (adults 25 and older; anyone under 25 is free).  the 

maximum cost for out-of-town guests is $120 per family, 
regardless of the number of members.  

Out-of-Town Guests and Local Visitors
All Rosh Hashanah 

& Yom Kippur 
Services

A Single 
Service

Each adult age 
25+ $72 $36

Anyone under 
25 Free Free

Maximum per 
out-of-town 

family 
$120

prayerbooks 

Kol HaLev uses the reconstructionist High Holy Days 
mahzor (prayerbook), Prayerbook for the Days of Awe. Our 
small collection of prayerbooks are reserved for guests and 
visitors, including our  High Holy Days Season members; 
members support this welcoming custom by purchasing 
their own copies. If you don’t own the mahzor, you can order 
copies at 40% off by following the instructions at  http://
kolhalev.net/order-high-holy-days-prayerbook.

ChilDReN’s PRogRaMMiNg  

A combination of children's services, free childcare and 
paid babysitting is available for children during the High 
Holy Days, depending on the date and the age of the child. 
 
Please help us keep services safe and welcoming for the 
whole community by ensuring that your children are 
supervised at all times. Children are expected to be with 
their parents when they are not in children’s programming, 
babysitting or childcare.

children’s prograMMing & childcare

On Rosh Hashanah	(first	day)	and	Yom Kippur, children in 
kindergarten-grade 8 may attend the Children’s program 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Alternately, they may attend 
services with a parent. Please note: Children may not roam 
the building unattended; unoccupied teens may be pressed 
into service!! 

Also on Rosh Hashanah	(first	day)	and	Yom Kippur, 
childcare	is	provided	in	the	Library,	staffed	by	parent	
volunteers, before (9:30-10:30) and after (12:30-1:30) 
Children’s programs. Parents, please sign up to 

The high holy Days aT kol halev 

http://kolhalev.net/content/high-holy-days-season-membership
http://kolhalev.net/content/high-holy-days-season-membership
mailto:welcome%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://kolhalev.net/order-high-holy-days-prayerbook
http://kolhalev.net/order-high-holy-days-prayerbook
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eNTRees
Fruit-filled	blintzes roasted potatoes
poached salmon Grilled vegetables
macaroni & cheese pasta salad
Lox egg salad
Vegetarian lasagna tuna salad
Quiche or strata Noodle kugel
Fruit salad mixed green salad

dessert for children

Honey Cake Small sandwiches
brownies Fruit, bite size
Cookies macaroni & cheese
Cake Vegetable platter
pie Crackers

 (Dishes must be dairy or parve and NuT-FRee)
rosh hashanah potluck suggestions

volunteer on the registration form.

babysitting, ages 1-4
babysitting for children ages 1-4 is available on first day 
of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur from  9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.  the cost for each day is $10 for one child with 
a maximum $18 per family. (We	don’t	offer	babysitting	
for children under the age of one; however parents and their 
infants are welcome in the babysitting room.) Snacks will 
be provided; if your child has special dietary needs, please 
provide a snack.  

to sign up for babysitting services, please
1. indicate on the registration form when you will 

need babysitting 
2. Add the cost of babysitting to your total payment.  
3. Complete and sign the waiver included in this 

packet. 

holiDay Meals
rosh hashanah potluck luncheon
 

All who attend our morning services on the first day of 
Rosh Hashanah are invited to join us after services for our 
potluck Luncheon for a nominal fee of $5 per person or 
$10 per family and the contribution of a potluck dish. 
When you complete the registration form, please indicate 
what you will bring to the potluck (see suggestions below).

breaking the fast

If you are interested in sharing a potluck break-the-Fast 
meal at a member’s home after Yom Kippur services, Or 
if you would like to host other Kol HaLev members at 
YOUr home, indicate this on the registration form. please 
indicate whether you prefer an early or late (after Neilah) 
meal. 

DoNaTioNs aND Fees 
registration and payMent: two options

You	can	register	the	old-fashioned	way,	by	filling	out	your	
registration form and mailing it in with a check.  but you can 
also go paperless by registering and paying online. 

register by mail: 
1. Complete the registration form
2. put it and a check payable to Kol HaLev in an envelope
3. mail it to:

Kol haLev
2245 Warrensville center Road, Suite 215
university heights, Oh 44118

oR
register online: 
1. Download the registration form from our website
2. Complete and save the form, saving it in your name
3. email it to kelli@kolhalev.net. 
4. pay online at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple. 

financial aid
If	you	have	a	financial	need	that	would	make	it	difficult	
for you to celebrate the High Holy Days with us at these 
rates, please contact David Conn, treasurer, at treasurer@
kolhalev.net.	All	conversations	are	confidential.	

donations

please consider making a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one, or to one of our special funds 
which include: the High Holy Days Flower Fund; the 
rabbi’s Discretionary Fund; the Hesed Fund; the Dudley 
Dinner Fund; and the Schein Fund. Donations will be 
acknowledged in a fall newsletter. 

tikkun olaM 

throughout the High Holy Days, envelopes will be 
available at the Information table for mazon and HIAS/
Us together donations; during Yom Kippur (Fri., Sept. 29 
- Sat., Sept. 30), we’ll collect food/supplies for the AIDS 
taskforce. read more about our High Holy Days tikkun 
Olam projects at http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days-
tikkun-olam,

http://kolhalev.net/content/members-high-holy-days-2015-5775
http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days-tikkun-olam
http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days-tikkun-olam
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high holy Days 2017 aT-a-glaNCe
Sun., Sept. 3 7:30 p.m. Elul Study Session I At the home of Leah Kamionkowski

Sun., Sept. 10 10:30 a.m. Intergenerational Apple Picking At Eddy’s Fruit Farm, 12079 Caves Rd., 
Chesterland, OH 44026

7:30 p.m. Elul Study Session II Details coming in the Weekly Update

SUN., SEPT. 10 DEADLINE FOR HIGH HOLY DAYS REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT

Sat.,  Sept. 16 8:00 p.m. S’lichot service and study 
session

Ratner School. This special prayer service and 
study session marks the formal beginning of the 
High Holy Days period. 

Wed., Sept. 20 8:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

Thu., Sept. 21

9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 1 Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming
Age group-specific Children’s Programming. 
Children will be invited to join in the adult Shofar 
Service around noon

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming For families with children in preschool and younger

1:00 p.m. Community “Potluck-Plus” 
Luncheon

Registration, potluck contribution and payment 
required. The meal begins after the service

3:30 p.m. Tashlich At Shaker Lakes. Maps available at services
Fri., Sept., 22 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 2 Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m. 

Fri., Sept. 29 6:45 p.m. Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur) Ratner School. Doors open at 6:15 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 29 - Sat., Sept. 30 Tikkun Olam Drive
Envelopes will be available at the Information Table 
for Mazon and HIAS/Us Together donations; 
we’ll collect food/supplies for the AIDS task force

Sat., Sept. 30

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Yom Kippur Shacharit Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming Age group-specific Children’s Programming. 

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming For families with children in preschool and younger

12:45–1:30 p.m. Avodah Service Share brief inspirational experiences that point 
towards meaning and hope in life.

1:45 –2:30 p.m. Meditation Mindful Jewish Practice
2:45-3:30 p.m. Social Justice Talk The Reverend Dr. Jawanza Karriem Colvin
3:45– 4:45 p.m. Torah Study This year’s focus is the Book of Jonah.

5:00–5:45 p.m. Yizkor Communal mourning of loved ones. anti-Semitic 
violence and all hatred-driven deaths

5:45-6:00 p.m. Ark ceremony
A brief opportunity for individuals, couples or small 
groups to approach the ark to speak or reflect on 
words of truth and open-heartedness

6:00– 7:00 p.m. Neilah The final service of Yom Kippur and of the High 
Holy Days more generally. 

after Neilah Break-the-Fast meal Optional break-the-fast meals in members’ homes. 
Contact Marcia Goldberg for information.

Sun., Oct. 1 10:00 a.m. Sukkah building Outside the Ratner School

Thu., Oct. 5 10:30 a.m. Sukkot Service Ratner School

Sat., Oct. 7 1:30 p.m. Intergenerational Sukkot 
Celebration & Potluck Ratner School

Thu., Oct. 12 10:30 a.m. Shemini Atzeret service Ratner School

6:30 p.m. Simchat Torah Service Ratner School
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KOL HALEV HIGH HOLY DAYS REGISTRATION FORM
submit forms to kol halev by september 10

Your name: 

Your mailing address:

Your email address (so we can keep you up to date):

Your phone number (in case we have questions): home OR cell (circle one)

registration for rosh hashanah & yom kippur services & seasonal membership

Who’s Attending?1 Member, High Holy Days Seasonal Member, Out-of-town Guest or Local Visitor

Member   Seasonal Member   Out-of-town guest   Local Visitor   Nonmember Student 

Member   Seasonal Member   Out-of-town guest   Local Visitor   Nonmember Student 

Member   Seasonal Member   Out-of-town guest   Local Visitor   Nonmember Student 

Member   Seasonal Member   Out-of-town guest   Local Visitor   Nonmember Student

Member   Seasonal Member   Out-of-town guest   Local Visitor   Nonmember Student
1If you need more space, use additional paper

fees,  season membership and individual services
Instructions:

1. Find your category (member, High Holy Days Season Member, Out-of-Town Guest or Local Visitor) in the chart below
2.  Write the number of people you're registering in each category 
4. Multiply by the recommended fee to get a subtotal for each category 
5. Add the subtotals to fill in the TOTAL FEES FOR SERVICES box.

Member 
Status Members High holy Days Season 

membership
Out-of-Town Guests of Kol HaLev members 

and Local Visitors
What’s 

included All services All Services & Elul & Tishri programs    Both Rosh Hashanah &
 Yom Kippur Services Single Services

Maximum 
per out-
of-town 

familyAge Any Each adult age 25+ Anyone under 25 Each adult age 
25+

Anyone under 
25

Age 25+ Under 25

Cost2
FREE $120 FREE $72 FREE

$36 FREE
$120Rosh Hashanah or Yom 

Kippur (circle one)# of people 
(needed for 
planning)

Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0 $120

TOTAL FEES FOR SERVICES
2 If you have a financial need that would make it difficult for you to celebrate the High Holy Days with us at these rates, please contact David Conn, Treasurer, at 
treasurer@kolhalev.net. All conversations are confidential.

Are you a member of Reconstructionist congregation elsewhere?  Email us at welcome@kolhalev.net to attend for free. 

rosh hashanah potluck plus registration and fees

Number attending: TOTAL FEES FOR POTLUCK   (Check one)       Individual $5  OR     Family $10

For the potluck, I’m bringing:_______________________________________________________________________________________
(Bring a dairy/parve dish which serves 10-12 people and is NUT FREE.  If you don’t know now, email maureendinner@gmail.com when you do.)

bring a dish to a high holy day kiddush 
Since so many people attend kiddush after High Holy Days services, hosting a High Holy Days kiddush is a large undertaking.  To ease the burden 
on High Holy Days kiddush hosts,  members bring a dish (dessert, fruit, vegetables -- finger food) to ONE kiddush per High Holy Day season.

I will bring a dish to the kiddush following  Rosh Hashanah Day 1  OR    Rosh Hashanah Day 2

This form is available as a writable PDF at http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days
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register to participate in a yom kippur break-the-fast meal
If you are interested in sharing a potluck dinner in a member’s home for the Break-The-Fast meal after Yom Kippur services, please list your 
name(s) below.  Indicate whether you’d like to host a potluck in your own home or be a guest in another member’s home.  Also indicate if you 
would prefer an early meal or one that begins after the conclusion of the Neilah service.  (You’ll be notified when we’ve matched everyone up.)

Name(s) I’d like to be a (check one) I’d like to eat a(n) (check one)

 Host at my house  OR    Guest at another’s  Early meal    OR     Late  meal   

 Host at my house  OR    Guest at another’s  Early meal    OR     Late  meal  

donations
High Holy Days contributions are gratefully accepted.  Donations are acknowledged in a fall newsletter.

Type of Donation Amount

In Honor of                                                                       In Memory of                                                                   Schein Fund

High Holy Days Flower Fund    The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    Hesed Fund    General Fund     Dudley Dinner Fund

 Please check here if you would prefer your donation to remain anonymous.

TOTAL DONATIONS
babYSiTTiNG FOR cHiLDREN aGE 1–4 (FEE & REGiSTRaTiON REquiRED)

We offer babysitting for children ages 1-4 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Rosh Hashanah (first day only) and 9:30 to 12:30 on Yom Kippur. The cost 
is $10 per child with a maximum $18 per family per day.  PLEaSE NOTE: children not in babysitting and too young for children’s Programming are 
expected to attend services with their parents.

Babysitting pre-registration required: List the name of each child and circle the appropriate days/fees below. You must also submit the babysitting 
waiver included in the High Holy Days packet. Remember to fill out the waiver form which has questions about contact info, children’s ages, allergies, etc.

Child’s name Rosh Hashanah Yom Kippur TOTAL BABYSITTING
1. $10 (one child)

$18 (>1 child)
$10 (one child)
$18 (>1 child)2.

SUBTOTAL FOR EACH HOLIDAY + =
VOLuNTEER FOR  a cHiLDcaRE SHiFT (FOR cHiLDREN iN GRaDES K-8)

During services on Rosh Hashanah (day 1) and Yom Kippur, children in grades K-8 can attend children’s programming (or be with parents).  Before and 
after children’s programming, children must be with their parents or in childcare, which is provided by parent volunteers for children ages 5-12 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. and from 12:30 until services end.  Parents who plan to use childcare should also volunteer for a childcare shift; please sigh up 
below and Robyn (robyn@kolhalev.net) will contact you with specifics.

 I volunteer to provide childcare on 1st day Rosh Hashanah from 9:30-10:30 a.m. or from 12:30 p.m. until services end (or some portion thereof). 

 I volunteer to provide childcare on Yom Kippur from 9:30-10:30 a.m. or from 12:30 p.m. until services end (or some portion thereof). 

total and payment options
 TOTAL FEES FOR SERVICES

TOTAL FEES FOR POTLUCK
TOTAL DONATIONS

TOTAL FEES FOR  BABYSITTING
GRAND TOTAL

How to register and pay for Services, Luncheon, and babysitting: 
Mail registration with a check payable to Kol HaLev to: 

Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville center Road, Suite 215
university Heights, OH 44118

Register by email and pay online:
1. Download the writable PDF at http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days 
2. Save the file (rename it to include your name) and fill it out.

(Note: the form doesn’t auto-calculate; type in amounts after 
you’ve calculated them).  

3. Email your registration form to kelli@kolhalev.net
4. Pay online at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple

Have questions or need more info? Contact:
Marcia Goldberg, High Holy Days Coordinator: marcia.goldberg@gmail.com
Kol HaLev Office, handling registration: kelli@kolhalev.net  
David Conn, Treasurer: treasurer@kollhalev.net

This form is available as a writable PDF at http://kolhalev.net/high-holy-days

OR

REGiSTRaTiON DEaDLiNE iS SEPTEMbER 10
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high holy days season membership
eXperienCe a 

in

Kol halev welcomes you and your family not as “ticket buyers,” but as members of 
our congregation for the entire high holy days season. 

The suggested cost of a high holy days season membership is $120 for adults age 25 and up 
(anyone under 25 is free). rather than simply buying tickets for services, you will experience the 
full flavor of a Kol halev membership from the beginning of the hebrew month of elul through 
simchat Torah.  if after enjoying high holy days season with our community, you choose to 
join Kol halev by dec. 31, 2017, you can apply the full cost of your high holy days season 
membership toward your annual membership dues.  

high holy days season memberships include:

looking for a spirited, supportive community with which to share the high holy days?

•	 seats at all high holy days services

•	 elul study sessions on sunday, sept.3 & sunday, sept. 10

•	 intergenerational apple picking on sunday, sept. 10

•	 s’lichot service and study session on saturday, sept. 16

•	 Community potluck-plus luncheon on the first day of rosh hashanah (nominal fee).

•	 age-group specific high holy days programming for children from kindergarteners to young teens

•	 Tashlich ceremony on the first day of rosh hashanah

•	 shabbat morning services on sept, 2, 9, 16 and 23; oct 7, 14, 21 and 28 

•	 Friday night Kabbalat shabbat and potluck meal, aug 25 and oct. 27 

•	 sukkah building on sunday, oct 1 

•	 sukkot services on Thursday, oct. 5

•	 intergenerational sukkot Celebration and potluck on saturday, oct. 7

•	 shemini atzeret and simchat Torah services on Thursday, oct. 12

•	 The sept. and oct. issues of our Kol halev happenings newsletter

We look forward to getting to know you and sharing this meaningful time with you. if you have 
questions or need more information, please contact us at 216-320-1498 or welcome@kolhalev.net. or 
visit our website at www.kolhalev.net.

Business Office: 2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215 University Heights, OH 44118  | (216)320-1498  | www.kolhalev.net
Services and Programs: The Lillian and Betty Ratner School 27575 Shaker Blvd. Pepper Pike, OH 44124

Kol HaLev members, please share this page with anyone you know who might be 
interested in spending the High Holy Days with Kol Halev!
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BaBysitting Waiver , emergency contact and medical permission form

Parent/Guardian Information:

Parent/Guardian Name:  _____________________________________________________Cell Phone:______________________
      
Additional phone: _______________________  I will remain in the building while my child is in babysitting (initial here)_________

Emergency Contact Name:____________________________________Phone: _________________ Relation to child:  ___________

Child Information:

Child’s Name: _____________________ Age: ____ DOB: __/__/___   Allergies: Yes No   if yes, explain                                                   

Does your child have any medical conditions we should know about?  Yes No   if yes, explain                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                           

Child’s Name: _____________________ Age: ____ DOB :__/__/___   Allergies: Yes No  if yes, explain                                                

Does your child have any medical conditions we should know about?  Yes No   if yes, explain                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                   Waiver and Medical Consent:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
I, the undersigned parent/guardian of the child/children named above, agree to hold Kol HaLev harmless and waive any and all 
claims in connection with or arising out of Kol HaLev’s High Holy Days babysitting  service, including, but not limited to, bodily harm 
or injury to my child. In addition I release and waive all claims against Kol HaLev and its agents, employees, volunteers, representa-
tives, officers and directors arising from my child’s/children’s participation in High Holy Days babysitting.

I hereby grant permission for Kol HaLev and its employees to act on my behalf to protect the health and safety of my child/children in 
the event I do not respond to efforts to contact me. I fully release Kol HaLev and its employees from any liability in connection with 
those actions. 

I understand that there is a fee for babysitting and that the fee is $10 per child per day, with a maximum of $18 per family per day.

i Have read and Understand tHis consent and Waiver form and sign volUntarily and entirely of my 
oWn free Will.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print)                                                                                                                                                     

Parent/Guardian Signature _________                                     __________________________________ Date: __/__/___

Business Office: 2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215 University Heights, OH 44118  | (216) 320-1498  | www.kolhalev.net
Services and Programs: The Lillian and Betty Ratner School |  27575 Shaker Blvd. Pepper Pike, OH 44124
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oRDeR youR high holy Days PRayeRBooks Now!

Kol HaLev uses the reconstructionist High Holy Days mahzor (prayerbook), Prayerbook 
for the Days of Awe. We own a limited number of mahzorim, which we reserve for the use of 

visitors, guests and  the High Holy Days Season members, who may be considering becoming 
full-time members.

to support this welcoming minhag (custom) for guests, Kol HaLev members and member 
families purchase and use their own copies of the prayerbook.  If you don't own your own copy 
of the reconstructionist High Holy Days prayerbook, Mahzor Leyamim Nora’im, you can get 
one right now: they're available to Kol HaLev members at 40% off!

there are three ways to order:

1. Mail: Download the order form and mail it in.
2. Phone: Order by phone by calling the reconstructionist press at 215.576.0800. tell them you are a member of 

Kol HaLev and ask for the 40% off discount.
3. Online: Click here to go to the Reconstructionist Press website. place the book(s) in your cart. When you 

review your cart before checkout, there is a box to the right. enter the code investm40. the shopping site will 
apply the discount — 40% off of the retail price — no matter how many copies you order.

Eddy Fruit 
Farm 

 
12079 Caves Road  

Chesterland 

Sunday,  
September 10 

10:30 am 

   Questions? 
  Information? 

 

      Amy Hogg 
 duffiemoon@gmail.com  
         216-337-8057 

We will meet in the parking lot and then go to the orchard together 
BYOA (Bring your own amenities) 
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Sunday, October 1, 2017 
10 am to 12 noon at the Ratner School 

We will be building the sukkah next to the gym,  
which can be accessed through the back parking lot.   

Design and building is led by Jack Brodsky & David Williams.   
We will not be able to do it without at least 10 volunteers.   

Please let Robyn know if you will be able to help,  
robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498.   

Saturday, October 7, 2017/17 Tishrei 5778  
at 12:30 pm at the Ratner School 

Join the fun aer services and Hagiga, as we nosh, sing, 
and have fun in our sukkah!   

Please bring a potluck dish to share.   
Dishes should be vegetarian and nut-free.   

 
Please bring enough for 8-10 people: 

A-H salad/side dish  I-P dessert or drink  Q-Z main dish 
In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable 

community, we encourage member to bring their own 
reusable plates, cups, utensils and napkins 

 
Quesons? Contact Robyn  

robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498 
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 CaleNDaR

Sat., Sept. 2 10:00 a.m.-200 p.m.
Shabbat Service and Bar Mitzvah of Evan Brodsky.  Kee Tetze; Service 
Leaders: Rabbi Steve and Evan; Kiddush Sponsors: Amy and Jack Brodsky 
in honor of Evan's Bar Mitzvah

Sun., Sept. 3 7:00-9:00 p.m. Elul Study at the home of Leah Kamionkowski in Beachwood. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring refreshments. Details on page 5.

Mon., Sept. 4 7:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting

Wed., Sept. 26 6:00-7:30 p.m. Rabbi Steve and Pastor Gibson discuss their Israel trip  at Elizabeth 
Baptist Church. More information on page 3.

Thurs., Sept. 7 7:30-8:30 p.m. Madrichim Meeting at the Kol HaLev office

Sat., Sept. 9 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Member Led Shabbat Service in Ratner Chapel; Kee Tavo; Service 
Leaders: Arthur Lieberman and David Conn; Torah Study leader: Arthur 
Lieberman; Kiddush Sponsors: Kelvin Arthur & Nick Delciappo

Sun., Sept. 10

Deadline submit registration and payment fo the High Holy Days (registration form available on 
pp. 15-16 and on our website (kolhalev.net)

10:30-12:00 p.m. Apple Picking at Eddy's Fruit Farm; 12079 Caves Rd, Chesterland, See 
page 19 for more information

7:00-9:00 p.m. Elul Study; location TBD; details on page 5.

Mon., Sept. 11 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Celia Jennings. All members welcome

Fri., Sept. 15 Deadline for the October Kol HaLev Happenings Newsletter

Sat., Sept. 16

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel, Nitzavim-Vayelekh; Service 
Leaders: Margy Weinberg and Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Lila Hanft, 
Robin Holzman and Adina and Mark Davidson

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program

1:00-2:00 p.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th - 7th graders); Special Time; Sneak Preview for 
families

1:15-2:15 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead for 
an hour of a combination of sitting practice and brief conversation

8:00-11:00 p.m. Slichot Service in the Ratner Chapel; Service Leader: Barb Truitt

Sun., Sept. 17 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Nesiya at Ratner School

Wed., Sept. 20 8:00-10:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hanshanah at Ratner School; See High Holy Days At-A-Glance 
on page 14 for details.

Thu., Sept. 21

9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, Day 1; for details, see pp, 12-13 and High Holy Days At-
A-Glance on page 14 

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming

1:00 p.m. Community “Potluck-Plus” Luncheon

3:30 p.m. Tashlich
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Fri., Sept. 29 6:45-9:00 p.m. Kol Nidre at Ratner School; see High Holy Days At-A-Glance on page 14 
for details

Sat., Sept. 30

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Yom Kippur Shacharit

10:30 a.m. Children’s Programming

11:00 a.m. Tot/Parent Programming

12:45–1:30 p.m. Avodah Service

1:45 –2:30 p.m. Meditation

2:45-3:30 p.m. Social Justice Talk with The Reverend Dr. Jawanza Karriem Colvin; see 
page 8 for more information

3:45– 4:45 p.m. Torah Study

5:00–5:45 p.m. Yizkor

5:45-6:00 p.m. Ark ceremony
6:00– 7:00 p.m. Neilah

Sun., Oct. 1
10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Nesiya at Ratner School

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Sukkah Building at Ratner School; see page 20 for more information

to sign up to host a kiddush, go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev7
to sign up to be a greeter, go to  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev6

We strive to make this calendar as accurate as possible, but additions, cancellations and other changes may occur 
after the newsletter is published. To ensure you have the most up-to-date information, please double-check your plans 
in the Weekly Update (which arrives in members' email inboxes every Thursday), or visit the calendar on the Kol 
HaLev website.

 CaleNDaR

aBouT This NewsleTTeR
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s reconstructionist Jewish Community.  this digital 
newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe reader or printed out on paper. please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with 
comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings 
can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.
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